NRMCA Priority Federal Legislative Issues – 111th Congress

As of October 2009
	Issue/Bill #
	Sponsor
	Initiative
	Status
	NRMCA Position

	Employee Free Choice Act
H.R. 1409
S. 560

	Miller 
(D-7-CA)

Kennedy 
(D-MA)

	Currently, employees have the right to hold secret ballot elections conducted by the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) to determine if they would like to be represented by a union. This legislation would eliminate the secret ballot process and replace it with a card check system that relies on employees signing cards to indicate union support. 

	Introduced on 3/10/09 with 227 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor. 

Referred on 4/29/09 to House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions.
Introduced on 3/10/09 with 40 cosponsors, and referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions.

	NRMCA opposes legislation that would require an employer to recognize a union as its employees’ collective bargaining representative absent an election conducted by the NLRB. The card check system could lead to intimidation and may not accurately reflect worker’s full consent.

	Secret Ballot Protection Act
H.R. 1176
S. 478
	Kline
(R-2-MN)

DeMint
(R-SC)


	The Secret Ballot Protection Act would amend the National Labor Relations Act to make it an unfair labor practice for: (1) an employer to recognize or bargain collectively with a labor organization that has not been selected by a majority of the employees in a secret ballot election conducted by the National Labor Relations Board; and (2) a labor organization to cause or attempt to cause an employer to recognize or bargain collectively with a representative that has not been selected in such manner.


	Introduced on 2/25/09 with 114 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.
Referred on 4/22/09 to House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions.
Introduced on 2/25/09 with 20 cosponsors, and placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar.
	NRMCA supports a worker’s right to a federally supervised private ballot election when deciding whether or not to join a union. As well, an employer should only have to recognize a union as its employees’ collective bargaining representative after a democratic private ballot election has been conducted by the NLRB.


	America's Affordable Health Choices Act 
H.R. 3200
	Dingell
(D-15-MI)
	The America’s Affordable Health Choices Act is designed to overhaul the health care system in the United States, with the primary goals of slowing the increase of health care costs and providing health care coverage for more Americans. The bill, designed to result in coverage of 97 percent of U.S. citizens, would cover the 2009-2019 period with most requirements phasing in during 2013.
	Introduced on 7/14/09 with 9 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committees on Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, Education and Labor, Oversight and Government Reform, and Budget. 

On 7/17/09, mark ups held in the House Committees on Ways and Means, and Education and Labor. Ways and Means cleared the bill (23-18), Education and Labor cleared an amended bill (26-22).

On 7/31/09, mark up held in the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. Amended bill cleared (31-28).

	Although the ready mixed concrete industry supports improving health care for Americans, the industry opposes H.R. 3200. Improving costs, care and the number of Americans with health insurance is an industry priority; however H.R. 3200 doesn’t achieve this and doesn’t provide enough protection for both employer and employee.

	Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act

H.R. 11

S. 181
	Miller

(D-7-CA)

Mikulski

(D-MD)
	The act, which amends Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, extends the statute of limitations for bringing suits against employers over pay discrimination. The statute of limitations clock will now start when female employees, paid less than their male colleagues, learn of pay disparity, rather than when they get their first paycheck.
The bill was introduced in response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., which rejected the “paycheck theory” of compensation discrimination that would permit claims to be filed many years after an alleged act of discrimination occurs.

	Introduced on 1/6/09 195 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor Subcommittee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions.

On 1/9/09, H.R. 11 passed the House (247-171). Roll no. 9
Introduced on 1/8/09 with 54 cosponsors.

On 1/22/09, S. 181 passed the Senate (61-36). Record Vote Number: 14
On 1/23/09, S. 181 received in the House.

On 1/27/09, S. 181 passes the House (250-177). Roll no. 37
S. 181 was signed into law on 1/29/09 by the President.

	The ready mixed concrete industry opposes any federal mandate that removes time limitations for claims of employment discrimination based on pay discrepancies. Removing the statute of limitations on discrimination claims could lead to frivolous lawsuits against employers going back years, even decades. 



	America’s Clean Energy Security Act (ACES)

H.R. 2454
	Waxman

(D-30-CA)


	H.R. 2454 would regulate emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases by establishing a cap-and-trade system. The cap-and-trade scheme would allocate emission credits to significant sources of greenhouse gases. The market established would enable sources with more emissions than allocations to purchase credits and those with lower emissions to sell their excess allocations. 
The bill aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in stages to 83% below 2005 levels by 2050. In addition to cement, the program would limit emissions from production of energy, steel, and oil, and encourage energy efficiency.
	Introduced on 5/15/09 with 1 cosponsor, and referred to the House Committees on Energy and Commerce, Financial Services, Foreign Affairs, Education and Labor, Science and Technology, Transportation and Infrastructure, Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Ways and Means. 

On 6/5/09, the House Committees on Foreign Affairs and Education and Labor discharged the bill. The Committee on Energy and Commerce cleared an amended bill. 

On 6/19/09, the Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure, Science and Technology, Financial Services, Natural Resources, Agriculture, and Ways and Means discharged the bill.

On 6/26/09, H.R. 2454 passed the House (219 – 212). Roll no. 477
On 7/7/09, H.R. 2454 was placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar.

	The ready mixed concrete industry supports including in climate change legislation, language that encourages the use of building and paving materials that reduce energy use over the entire lifetimes of the resulting structures and surfaces and, a provision that preserves the viability of U.S. cement manufacturing by ensuring a level playing field with imported cement.
The prospect of federal climate change regulation provides positive opportunities for the concrete industry. NRMCA is seeking inclusion of federally funded life cycle analysis for building and paving materials in H.R. 2454 and other bills. The potential for increased energy costs, offset opportunities, and federally mandated building and paving codes would all encourage the use of energy saving building and paving materials.

	Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act

S. 1733
	Kerry

(D-MA)
	Similar to H.R. 2454, S. 1733 would regulate emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases by establishing an emissions trading scheme, which would allocate emission credits to significant sources of greenhouse gases. The market established would enable sources with more emissions than allocations to purchase credits and those with lower emissions to sell their excess allocations. 

Also known as the Kerry/Boxer bill, it would cover roughly 7,500 facilities accounting for about 75% of U.S. carbon emissions, which would include cement, energy, steel and oil. 98% of businesses would be excluded, including farmers and small businesses. 

The target and timetable for S. 1733 calls for a 20% reduction of GHGs below 2005 levels by 2020, and then in stages up to 80% below 2005 levels by 2050.

	Introduced on 9/30/09 with 2 cosponsors and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

On 10/27/09 the Committee on Environment and Public Works held a hearing.

On 10/28/09 the Committee on Environment and Public Works held a hearing.

On 10/29/09 the Committee on Environment and Public Works held a hearing.


	The ready mixed concrete industry supports including in climate change legislation, language that encourages the use of building and paving materials that reduce energy use over the entire lifetimes of the resulting structures and surfaces and, a provision that preserves the viability of U.S. cement manufacturing by ensuring a level playing field with imported cement.
The prospect of federal climate change regulation provides positive opportunities for the concrete industry. NRMCA is seeking inclusion of federally funded life cycle analysis for building and paving materials in S. 1733 and other bills. The potential for increased energy costs, offset opportunities, and federally mandated building and paving codes would all encourage the use of energy saving building and paving materials.


	Transportation Continuing Resolution
H.R. 2918
	Wasserman Shultz

(D-22-FL)
	H.R. 2918 extends for 1-month the FY 2009 transportation funding levels until another extension can be passed or ideally a comprehensive, multi-year transportation bill. 
	Introduced on 6/17/09 and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

Conference Report 111-265 filed on 9/24/09.
On 9/25/09, H.R. 2918 passed the House (217 – 190). Roll No. 739
On 9/30/09, H.R. 2918 passed the Senate (62 – 38). Record Vote Number: 302
H.R. 2918 was signed into law on 10/1/09 by the President.


	The ready mixed concrete industry supports passage of a comprehensive, multi-year transportation bill. Although H.R. 2918 is not an ideal method to secure transportation funding, it successfully bridges any gap between the current program and the next. 

 The ready mixed concrete industry supports the prevention of any reduction in funding for highway projects for states which would result in job losses and severely disrupt the long-term economic productivity and quality of life enhancements that result from federal highway investment.


	Highway Trust Fund Fix
H.R. 3357
	Rangel

(D-15-NY)
	H.R. 3357 authorizes a $7 billion transfer from the general fund of the Treasury into the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). The transfer is needed to maintain the HTF’s solvency through September 2009 until a new transportation bill is passed and new funding mechanisms are identified. States would have faced large reductions in federal-aid highway funds if the HTF wasn’t temporarily shored up.

	Introduced on 7/28/09 with 2 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.

On 7/29/09, the Committee on Ways and Means passed H.R. 3357 under suspension of the rules.

On 7/29/09, H.R. 3357 passed the House (363-68). Roll no. 659
On 7/30/09, H.R. 3357 passed the Senate (79-17). Record Vote Number: 254
H.R. 3357 was signed into law on 8/7/09 by the President.


	The ready mixed concrete industry supports maintaining the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund. Any reduction in funding for highway projects for states would result in job losses and severely disrupt the long-term economic productivity and quality of life enhancements that result from federal highway investment.

	Green Transportation Infrastructure
H.R. 2569
	Wu

(D-1-OR)
	H.R. 2569 would provide funding directing the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) to establish a pavement research, deployment and education program. Specific research would, in part, focus on durability, energy use and emissions and overall life cycle analysis. The education portion of the program would partially center addressing the needs of pavement stakeholders by developing studies on the areas above. 

The bill would also direct RITA issue grants to education centers to create university transportation centers (UTC) to conduct research and development and technology transfers on innovative green transportation infrastructure. The research, which would incorporate pervious concrete, aims to provide cost-effective ways of mitigating environmental impacts of transportation infrastructure. 

	Introduced on 5/21/09 with 4 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Science and Technology.   

On 5/28/09, H.R. 2569 was referred to the House Committee on Science and Technology Subcommittee on Technology and Innovation.

Subcommittee mark up held on 7/15/09, amended bill cleared by voice vote.

  
	The ready mixed concrete industry supports H.R. 2569, legislation to authorize research and development of green transportation infrastructure and life-cycle analysis of pavements. H.R. 2569 provides a direct link to the ready mixed concrete industry. More information analyzing the life-cycle of concrete and provided by reliable sources is needed to better convey the benefits of concrete to those in positions directing its use. 

H.R. 2569 has the potential to encourage greater use of pervious concrete.


	Clean Water Restoration Act

S. 787
	Feingold 
(D-WI)
	The Clean Water Restoration Act would grant the Environmental Protection Agency  and the Corps of Engineers unlimited regulatory control over all “intrastate waters” – essentially all wet areas within a state including groundwater, ditches, pipes, streets, and gutters. Wash-out ponds, settlement basins and water reclaiming facilities located at ready mixed concrete plants could potentially be subject to federal regulation.

	Introduced on 4/2/09 with 24 cosponsors, and referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. 
Mark up held on 6/18/09. Bill cleared favorably in the nature of a substitute. 

	NRMCA is committed to the protection and restoration of America’s wetland resources; however NRMCA opposes the S. 787, which would expand the federal authority of the Clean Water Act to include all wet areas including groundwater, wash-out ponds, settlement basins and water reclaiming facilities located on ready mixed concrete plants.


	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
H.R. 1 


	Obey
(D-7-WI)


	ARRA aims to, in part, create thousands of jobs and help restore the nation’s economic soundness. In addition to funding and promoting energy efficiency, research and development, and providing unemployment assistance, ARRA contains roughly $81 billion for infrastructure; including $29 billion for highways and bridges, $16.4 billion for transit and rail, $18 billion for water projects and $18.5 billion for building projects.
	Introduced on 1/26/09 with 9 cosponsors. 
On 1/28/09, H.R. 1 passed the House (244 – 188). Roll no. 46 

On 2/10/09, H.R. 1 passed the Senate with an amendment (61 – 37). Record Vote Number: 61
On 2/13/09, both House and Senate conference reports were cleared (246 – 183) Roll no. 70 and (60 – 38) Record Vote Number: 64 respectively. 
H.R. 1 was signed into law on 2/17/09 by the President.

	NRMCA supports federal infrastructure investment. Estimates indicate that for every $5 billion invested in infrastructure, 1 million yards of concrete is placed and 150,000 jobs are created. For example, a Congressional appropriation of $50 billion for infrastructure could result in the sale of 10 million yards of concrete and the creation of 1.5 million jobs. Although NRMCA supports the sizable infrastructure component contained in H.R. 1, the amount should be greater to spur the necessary amount job growth and regain the nation’s economic footing. 


	Safe Highways and Infrastructure Preservation Act (SHIPA)

H.R. 1618
S. 779


	McGovern (D-3-MA)

Lautenberg
(D-NJ)


	SHIPA aims to decrease the allowable length and weight limits for property-carrying vehicles traveling on federal-aid highways. SHIPA would extend federal truck weight limits and non-divisible load regulations from the Interstate System to the entire National Highway System (NHS). The NHS consists of approximately 150,000 miles of federal-aid highways and includes the Interstates.  The legislation also would establish a maximum trailer length limit of 53 feet on the Interstates and other NHS highways, and freeze permissible “non-divisible” load weight variances.


	Introduced on 3/19/09 with 120 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committee on Transportation.
Referred on 3/20/09 to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.
Introduced on 4/1/09 with 7 cosponsors, and referred to the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.


	NRMCA opposes SHIPA. This bill would further limit the number of roadways on which our trucks could legally operate, which would serve as a major impediment to efficient ready mixed concrete delivery operations throughout the nation and force our trucks onto secondary state or local roads which were not designed primarily for heavy truck use.  This will deteriorate state and local road conditions more rapidly, and would not promote safe commercial motor vehicle operation or the safety of the traveling public. NRMCA supports keeping the authority to regulate non-interstate truck size and weight limits under the jurisdiction of the states.

	Safe and Efficient Transportation Act
H.R. 1799
	Michaud 
(D-2-ME)
	The Safe and Efficient Transportation Act would authorize states to increase the allowable maximum weight of property-carrying vehicles traveling on federal-aid highways from 80,000 lbs. to 97,000 lbs. But only if (1) the vehicle has at least six axles; (2) the weight of any single axle doesn’t exceed 20,000 pounds; (3) the weight of any tandem axle doesn’t exceed 34,000 pounds; and (4) the weight of any group of three or more axles doesn’t exceed 51,000 pounds.
The bill would also establish a safe and efficient vehicle bridge infrastructure improvement program, and amends the Internal Revenue Code to: (1) impose an overweight vehicle tax on any vehicles that exceed federal weight limitations operating on the federal-aid highways; and (2) establish the Safe and Efficient Vehicle Trust Fund.
	Introduced on 3/30/09 with 41 cosponsors, and referred to the House Committees on Ways and Means and Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.
	NRMCA supports updating federal truck weight regulations on the Eisenhower Interstate System (EIS). Research shows that increased weight limits would alleviate traffic congestion, increase safety, save millions of dollars annually on pavement and bridge maintenance and increase the productivity of large trucks, such as ready mixed concrete trucks.
Although, this bill would only effect a small portion of ready mixed concrete trucks since most utilize only three or four axels, this legislation takes a step in the right direction for relaxing ready mixed concrete truck weight limits in the future.


