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Federal Government
Develops Green Building

he United States government operates
more than 500,000 buildings. It will
spend $10 billion on building construc-
tion in fiscal year 2005 in addition to
$50 billion on transportation and
homcland security construction and $18
billion on water resources and environmen-
tal construction. It is by far the largest
building owner in the United States. So
when the feds decide to build green, the
construction industry has no choice but to
follow.

That’s the concept behind the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
latest efforts to develop a Federal Guide for
Green Construction Specs. The purpose of
the guide is to help federal building project
managers meet various mandates established
by laws and executive orders, in addition to
EPA and U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) program recommendations that
require the federal government to build and
operate buildings with less environmental
impact.

What makes this initiative especially
important to the concrete industry is most
federal facilities are concrete intensive —
prisons, courthouses, office building, mail
distribution centers, military facilities, ait-







